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Saint Ladislaus 
Roman Catholic Church 

Hempstead, NY 



 

 

                    MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, August 10, 2019 
 
7:30 am    +Kazimierz Parafinski (Szkiladz Family)     
5:00 pm    +Miroslaw Srednicki (Lipinski Family) 
 

Sunday, August 11, 2019 
 8:00 am  +John and Grace Kolodnicki (Children)                                                          
�ͻǣͲͲ��������������Mass 
ͳͲǣ͵Ͳ������͵Ͳ���������������������������� 
11:45am    For the Parishioners 
4:00 pm (Sp.) ……... 
6:30 pm  +Laura Guerin (Daughters) 
 

Monday, August 12, 2019 
ƬȶȳΎƜȳȲȷȱȯɂȷȽȼΎȽȴΎɂȶȳΎƚȯɁȷȺȷȱȯΎȽȴΎƫȯȷȼɂΎƥȯɀɇΎƥȯȸȽɀ 
 7:30 am  +Joseph Schwartz (Hilda, sister) 
 

Tuesday, August 13, 2019 
ƬȶȳΎƬɀȯȼɁ˛ȵɃɀȯɂȷȽȼΎΎȽȴΎɂȶȳΎƤȽɀȲ 
 7:30 am  +Francisco Jose Rosales (Family) 
 

 
Wednesday, August 14, 2019  
ƫȯȷȼɂΎƫȷɆɂɃɁΎơơ˴ΎΎƨȽȾȳ˴ΎȯȼȲΎƛȽȻȾȯȼȷȽȼɁ˴ΎƥȯɀɂɇɀɁ˵Ύ 
ƫȯȷȼɂΎƛȯȸȳɂȯȼ˴ΎƨɀȷȳɁɂ 
ǣ͵Ͳ���������������������������������������������ǡ��Ǥ�    
 
Thursday, August 15, 2019 
ƫȯȷȼɂΎƜȽȻȷȼȷȱ˴ΎƨɀȷȳɁɂ 
7:30 am    +Czeslawa Maciag, 1st Anniversary (Karen &  
                  Richard Lanzetta) 
 

Friday, August 16, 2019 
ƫȯȷȼɂΎƬȳɀȳɁȯΎƚȳȼȳȲȷȱɂȯΎȽȴΎɂȶȳΎƛɀȽɁɁ˴ΎƮȷɀȵȷȼΎȯȼȲΎ 
ƥȯɀɂɇɀ 
7:30 am    +William McCarthy (Son George) 
 
NEXT WEEKEND’S MASS INTENTIONS  
Saturday, August 17, 2019 
ƫɂ˷ΎƤȯɅɀȳȼȱȳ˴ΎƜȳȯȱȽȼΎȯȼȲΎƥȯɀɂɇɀ 
7:30 am    +Kazimierz Parafinski (Szkiladz Family) 
5:00 pm    +Miroslaw Srednicki (Lipinski Family) 
 

Sunday, August 18, 2019  
 8:00 am +Benito and Juliana Zipagan (Children) 
 9:00 am    Latin Mass 
10:30am +Romuald Stasiewicz (Wife) 
11:45am    For the Parishioners 
4:00pm (Sp)…….. 
6:30pm      God’s blessings for Agnes McGlone (Krystyna  
                   Swienc) 
 
 

                        SCRIPTURE     
ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎƥȽȼ˷˶ΎΎΎΎƢȳɀΎ̰̲˶̰-̰̰˵ΎƥɂΎ̰̲˶̲̰-̴̲ 
ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎƬɃȳɁ˷˶ΎΎΎƢȳɀΎ̰̳˶̶̰-̱̱˵ΎƥɂΎ̰̲˶̵̲-̳̲ 
ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎƯȳȲ˷˶ΎΎΎƢȳɀΎ̴̰˶̰̯˴Ύ̵̰-̱̰˵ΎƢȼΎ̰̰˶̸̰-̶̱ΎȽɀΎΎ 
ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎƤȹΎ̰̯˶̷̲-̳̱Ύ 
ΎΎΎΎΎƬȶɃɀɁ˷˶ΎΎΎƢȳɀΎ̷̰˶̰-̵̐ƥɂΎ̰̲˶̶̳-̴̲ 
ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎƞɀȷ˷˶ΎΎΎƢȳɀΎ̵̱˶̰-̸̐ƥɂΎ̰̲˶̴̳-̴̷ 
ΎƞȷɀɁɂΎƫȯɂ˷˶ΎΎΎƢȳɀΎ̵̱˶̰̰-̵̰˴Ύ̱̳˵ΎƥɂΎ̰̳˶̰-̰̱ 
ΎƦȳɆɂΎƫɃȼ˷˶ΎΎơɁΎ̴̴˶̰-̲˵ΎƪȽȻΎ̷˶̴̲˴Ύ̶̲-̸̲˵Ύ 
ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎƥɂΎ̰̳˶̰̲-̱̰ 
 

PRAYER of the WEEK 
 Dear God, grant that we, 
Your faithful, have the wisdom to 
recognize Your love as the true 
treasure in our lives. May our 

minds, which are easily cluttered with the day-
to-day concerns of our earthly existence, focus 
on our relationship with You. May we 
gratefully respond to Your invitation to “seek 
first the kingdom of God.” May we gain a proper 
sense of perspective that allows us to sift 
through the many material preoccupations that 
keep us from you. May we be guided to daily 
offer all of our thoughts, words, deeds, to You, 
our Heavenly Father.  
 Through our Lord, Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with You in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 Reflection: Do I recognize the people in   
my life who are truly wise? 

                    MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, August 10, 2019 
Saint Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr 
7:30 am    +Kazimierz Parafinski (Szkiladz Family)     
5:00 pm    +Miroslaw Srednicki (Lipinski Family) 
 

Sunday, August 11, 2019 
 8:00 am  +Benito and Juliana Zipagan (Children)                                                          
�ͻǣͲͲ��������������Mass 
ͳͲǣ͵Ͳ����Ϊ�������������������ȋ����Ȍ 
11:45am    For the Parishioners 
4:00 pm (Sp.) ……... 
6:30 pm     God’s blessings for Agnes McGlone  
                    (Krystyna Swienc) 
 

Monday, August 12, 2019 
ƫȯȷȼɂΎƢȯȼȳΎƞɀȯȼȱȳɁΎȲȳΎƛȶȯȼɂȯȺ˴ΎƪȳȺȷȵȷȽɃɁ 
 7:30 am  +Henriette Durosile and all family members,  
                   living and deceased 
 

Tuesday, August 13, 2019 
ƫȯȷȼɂɁΎƨȽȼɂȷȯȼ˴ΎƨȽȾȳ˴ΎȯȼȲΎƠȷȾȾȽȺɇɂɃɁ˴ΎƨɀȷȳɁɂ˴ΎƥȯɀɂɇɀɁ 
 7:30 am    God’s blessing for John-Marie 
 

 
Wednesday, August 14, 2019  
Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr 
ǣ͵Ͳ���������������������������������������������ǡ��Ǥ�    
 
Thursday, August 15, 2019 
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary;  
Holy Day of Obligation 
7:30 am     For the Parishioners 
7:30 pm (Pol) +Leonarda, Waclaw, i Amelia (Syn) 
 

Friday, August 16, 2019 
ƫȯȷȼɂΎƫɂȳȾȶȳȼΎȽȴΎƠɃȼȵȯɀɇΎ 
7:30 am   +William Purdy, 9th Anniv. (J. Cascio) 
 
NEXT WEEKEND’S MASS INTENTIONS  
Saturday, August 17, 2019 
ƚȺȳɁɁȳȲΎƮȷɀȵȷȼΎƥȯɀɇ 
7:30 am     Living members of Timms Family 
                     (John and Mary Abruzzo) 
5:00 pm  +Halina Kolakowska (Son Darek & Family) 
 

Sunday, August 18, 2019  
 8:00 am +William Braun, Sr. (Braun Family) 
10:30am    Kosinski Family (Corka) 
11:45am    For the Parishioners 
4:00pm (Sp)…….. 
6:30pm   +Henryk 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
ƫȯɂɃɀȲȯɇ˴ΎƞȳȰɀɃȯɀɇΎ̱̱˴Ύ̱̯̱̯ 
ƬȶȳΎƛȶȯȷɀΎȽȴΎƫȯȷȼɂΎƨȳɂȳɀΎΎɂȶȳΎƙȾȽɁɂȺȳ 
̶˶̲̯ΎȯȻΎΎ́ƪȯɇȻȽȼȲΎƤȯȰȷɁΎ̚ƦȳȾȶȳɅΎƙȺȳɆ̛ 
̸˶̯̯ΎȯȻΎΎƥȯɁɁΎȴȽɀΎɂȶȳΎ̳̯ΎƜȯɇɁΎȴȽɀΎƤȷȴȳ 
̴˶̯̯ΎȾȻΎ́ƧɀȺȯȼȲȽΎƪȯȻȷɀȳɈ 
 
ƫɃȼȲȯɇ˴ΎƞȳȰɀɃȯɀɇΎ̱̲˴Ύ̱̯̱̯ 
̶ɂȶΎƫɃȼȲȯɇΎȷȼΎƧɀȲȷȼȯɀɇΎƬȷȻȳ 
̷˶̯̯ΎȯȻΎ́ƯȷȺȺȷȯȻΎ˱ΎƜȽɀȽɂȶɇΎƚɀȯɃȼΎ̚ƠȯɀȱȽɃɀɂΎ
ƤȳȯȱȽȱȹ̛ 
̸˶̲̯ΎȯȻΎ́ƯȽȸȱȷȳȱȶΎƚɀȯȸȱɈȳɅɁȹȷΎΎ̚ƥȯɀɂȯΎ˱ΎƝȻȷȺΎ
ƫɂȳȾȷȳȼ̛ 
̰̰˶̯̯ΎȯȻΎƞȽɀΎȽɃɀΎƨȯɀȷɁȶȷȽȼȳɀɁΎȯȼȲΎƚȳȼȳȴȯȱɂȽɀɁ 
̳˶̯̯ΎȾȻΎ̚ƫȾ̛́ƥȯɀȷȯΎơȼȳɁΎƪȯȻȷɀȳɁ˴ΎƫȳȵɃȼȲȽΎ 
ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎƙȼȷɄȳɀɁȯɀȷȽΎȲȳΎƞȯȺȺȳȱȷȲȯΎ̚ƠȷȸȯΎƧɀȴȯΎơȼȳɈ̛ 
̵˶̲̯ΎȾȻΎ́ƥȯɀȳȹΎƜɃȱȶȽɅȷȱɈΎ 
 
ƥȽȼȲȯɇ˴ ΎƞȳȰɀɃȯɀɇΎ̱̳˴Ύ̱̯̱̯Ύ 
̶˶̲̯ΎȯȻΎΎƚȷɀɂȶȲȯɇΎȰȺȳɁɁȷȼȵɁΎȴȽɀΎƥȯɀȷȳΎƝɄȷȳΎƢȽɁȻȯ˴Ύ 
ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎƜȳȻȳɁɄȯɀ˴ ΎȯȼȲΎƯȷȺȺȷȯȻΎ̚ƝɄȷȳΎƢȽɁȻơ̇ 
 
ƬɃȳɁȲȯɇ˴ΎƞȳȰɀɃȯɀɇΎ̴̱˴Ύ̱̯̱̯ 
̶˶̲̯ΎȯȻΎΎƚȺȳɁɁȷȼȵɁΎȴȽɀΎƙȼȼȯΎƥȯɀȷȳΎȯȼȲΎƞȯȻȷȺɇ 
 

ƯȳȲȼȳɁȲȯɇ˴ΎƞȳȰɀɃȯɀɇΎ̵̱˴ΎΎ̱̯̱̯ 
ƙɁȶΎƯȳȲȼȳɁȲȯɇΎ̚ƞȯɁɂΎȯȼȲΎƙȰɁɂȷȼȳȼȱȳ̛ 
̶˶̲̯ΎȯȻΎΎΎΎƦȽΎƥȯɁɁΎȷȼɂȳȼɂȷȽȼ 
̵˶̯̯ΎȾȻΎΎΎƞȽɀΎȽɃɀΎƨȯɀȷɁȶȷȽȼȳɀɁ 
̶˶̲̯ΎȾȻΎ̚ƨȽȺ̛ΎƦȽΎƥȯɁɁΎȷȼɂȳȼɂȷȽȼ 
 
ƬȶɃɀɁȲȯɇ˴ΎƞȳȰɀɃȯɀɇΎ̶̱˴Ύ̱̯̱̯ 
̶˶̲̯ΎȯȻΎΎΎƟȽȲ̃ɁΎȰȺȳɁɁȷȼȵΎȴȽɀΎɂȶȳΎȶȳȯȺɂȶΎȯȼȲΎȶȳȯȺȷȼȵΎȽȴΎ 
ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎƞȷȲȳȺȷɁΎƲȯɀɀȯȵȯ 
 
ƞɀȷȲȯɇ˴ΎƞȳȰɀɃȯɀɇΎ̷̱˴Ύ̱̯̱̯Ύ̚ƙȰɁɂȷȼȳȼȱȳ̛ 
̶˶̲̯ΎȯȻΎΎ́ƬȳɀȳɁȯΎƥȷȺȳɅɁȹȯΎ̚ƤȷȾȷȼɁȹȷΎƞȯȻȷȺɇ̛ 
 
ƫȯɂɃɀȲȯɇ˴ΎƞȳȰɀɃȯɀɇΎ̸̱˴Ύ̱̯̱̯ 
̶˶̲̯ΎȯȻΎ́ƦȷȱȶȽȺȯɁΎƞȯȺȱȽȼȳΎ̚ƟɀȯȼȲɁȽȼΎƙȺȳɆ̛ 
̴˶̯̯ΎȯȻΎΎƠȳȯȺȷȼȵΎȴȽɀΎƢȽɁȳȾȶΎƫȱȶɀȳȷȰȳɀΎ̚ƛȽȼȼȷȳΎƬɃȽȶɇΎ 
ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎȯȼȲΎƫȷɁɂȳɀɁ̛ 
 
ƫɃȼȲȯɇ˴ΎƥȯɀȱȶΎ̰˴Ύ̱̯̱̯ 
̷˶̯̯ΎȯȻΎ́ƢȽȶȼΎȯȼȲΎƟɀȯȱȳΎƣȽȺȽȲȼȷȱȹȷΎ̚ƛȶȷȺȲɀȳȼ̛ 
̸˶̲̯ΎȯȻΎΎƜȳȱȳȯɁȳȲΎȻȳȻȰȳɀɁΎȽȴΎɂȶȳΎƫȯȷȼɂΎƤȯȲȷɁȺȯɃɁ 
ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎƠȽȺɇΎƪȽɁȯɀɇΎƫȽȱȷȳɂɇ 
̰̰˶̯̯ΎȯȻΎΎΎ˸˸˷˷ΎΎ 
̳˶̯̯ΎȾȻΎ̚ƫȾ̛́ƥȯɀȷȯΎơȼȳɁΎƪȯȻȷɀȳɁ˴Ύ̱ȼȲΎƙȼȷɄȳɀɁȯɀȷȽ 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
ƫȯɂɃɀȲȯɇ˴ΎƢɃȺɇΎ̴̱˴Ύ̱̯̱̯ 
ƫȯȷȼɂΎƢȯȻȳɁ˴ΎƙȾȽɁɂȺȳΎΎ 
̶˶̲̯ΎȯȻΎΎΎ́ƪȳȵȷȼȯ˴ΎƯȷɂȽȺȲ˴ΎȯȼȲΎȲȳȱȳȯɁȳȲΎȻȳȻȰȳɀɁΎȽȴΎ 
ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎɂȶȳΎƫɈɃȰɈȲȯΎƞȯȻȷȺɇΎ̚ƜȯɃȵȶɂȳɀ̛ 
̴˶̯̯ΎȾȻΎΎΎ˸˸˷˷ 
 
ƫɃȼȲȯɇ˴ΎƢɃȺɇΎ̵̱˴Ύ̱̯̱̯ 
ƫƝƮƝƦƬƝƝƦƬƠΎƫƭƦƜƙƱΎơƦΎƧƪƜơƦƙƪƱΎƬơƥƝ 
̷˶̯̯ΎȯȻΎΎΎƞȽɀΎƧɃɀΎƨȯɀȷɁȶȷȽȼȳɀɁΎȯȼȲΎƚȳȼȳȴȯȱɂȽɀɁ 
̸˶̲̯ΎȯȻΎΎΎ́ơɀȳȼȯΎƣȯɁȼȷȱȹȷΎ 
ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎ̚ƝȺȯΎ˱ΎƚȽȵȲȯȼΎƢȯɀȽȱȹȷΎ˱ΎƞȯȻȷȺɇ̛Ύ 
̰̰˶̯̯ΎȯȻΎΎΎơȼɂȳȼɂȷȽȼɁΎȽȴΎƬȶȳɀȳɁȯ 
̳˶̯̯ΎȾȻΎ̚ƫȾ̛ΎΎΎ́ƧȺȷɄȽΎƛɀɃɈ˴Ύ̱ΎƙȼȽɁΎ̚ƢɃȺȷȽΎƛɀɃɈ̛ 
 
ƥȽȼȲȯɇ˴ΎƢɃȺɇΎ̶̱˴Ύ̱̯̱̯ 
̶˶̲̯ΎȯȻΎΎΎ˸˸˷˷ 
 
ƬɃȳɁȲȯɇ˴ΎƢɃȺɇΎ̷̱˴Ύ̱̯̱̯ 
̶˶̲̯ΎȯȻΎΎΎ˸˸˷˷ 
 
ƯȳȲȼȳɁȲȯɇ˴ΎƢɃȺɇΎ̸̱˴Ύ̱̯̱̯ 
ƫȯȷȼɂΎƥȯɀɂȶȯ 
̶˶̲̯ΎȯȻΎΎΎƚȷɀɂȶȲȯɇΎȰȺȳɁɁȷȼȵɁΎȴȽɀΎƯȷȺȻȯɀɀΎƫȯȷȼɂΎƫɃɀȷȼΎ 
ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎ̚ƥȽɂȶȳɀ˴ΎƥȯɀɇΎƢȽ̛ 
 
ƬȶɃɀɁȲȯɇ˴ΎƢɃȺɇΎ̲̯˴Ύ̱̯̱̯ 
ƫȯȷȼɂΎƨȳɂȳɀΎƛȶɀɇɁȽȺȽȵɃɁ˴ΎƚȷɁȶȽȾΎȯȼȲΎƜȽȱɂȽɀΎȽȴΎɂȶȳΎ
ƛȶɃɀȱȶ 
̶˶̲̯ΎȯȻΎΎΎ˸˸˷˷ 
 
ƞɀȷȲȯɇ˴ΎƢɃȺɇΎ̲̰˴Ύ̱̯̱̯ 
ƫȯȷȼɂΎơȵȼȯɂȷɃɁΎȽȴΎƤȽɇȽȺȯ˴ΎƨɀȷȳɁɂ 
̶˶̲̯ΎȯȻΎΎΎơȼɂȳȼɂȷȽȼɁΎȽȴΎƬȶȳɀȳɁȯ 
 
ƞȷɀɁɂΎƫȯɂɃɀȲȯɇ˴ΎƙɃȵɃɁɂΎ̰˴Ύ̱̯̱̯ 
ƫȯȷȼɂΎƙȺȾȶȽȼɁɃɁΎƤȷȵɃȽɀȷ˴ΎƚȷɁȶȽȾΎȯȼȲΎƜȽȱɂȽɀΎȽȴΎɂȶȳΎ
ƛȶɃɀȱȶ 
̶˶̲̯ΎȯȻΎΎΎ́ƢȳȯȼΎƙȼȼΎƨȳȾȺȽɅɁȹȷ˴ΎƙȼȼȷɄȳɀɁȯɀɇ 
ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎ̚ƛȯɀȽȺΎƙȼȼΎ˱ΎƝȲɅȯɀȲΎƣȽɁɂȰȯɀ̛ 
̴˶̯̯ΎȾȻΎΎΎƟȽȲ̃ɁΎȰȺȳɁɁȷȼȵΎȴȽɀΎƙȼɂȶȽȼɇΎȽȼΎȶȷɁΎ̳̯ɂȶΎ 
ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎȰȷɀɂȶȲȯɇ 
 
ƫɃȼȲȯɇ˴ΎƙɃȵɃɁɂΎ̱˴Ύ̱̯̱̯ 
ƝơƟƠƬƝƝƦƬƠΎƫƭƦƜƙƱΎơƦΎƧƪƜơƦƙƪƱΎƬơƥƝ 
̷˶̯̯ΎȯȻΎΎΎ́ΎƢȽȶȼΎȯȼȲΎƟɀȯȱȳΎƣȽȺȽȲȼȷȱȹȷΎ̚ƛȶȷȺȲɀȳȼ̛ 
̸˶̲̯ΎȯȻΎΎΎ́ơɀȳȼȯΎƣȯɁȼȷȱȹȯΎ 
ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎ̚ƫȯȷȼɂΎƤȯȲȷɁȺȯɃɁΎƠȽȺɇΎƪȽɁȯɀɇΎƫȽȱȷȳɂɇ̛ 
̰̰˶̯̯ΎȯȻΎΎΎ́ƢȯȼΎƥȷȱȶȯȺΎƯȷȳɀȰȷȱȹȷΎ̚ƫɅȷȳȼȱΎƞȯȻȷȺɇ̛ 
̳˶̯̯ΎȾȻΎ̚ƫȾ̛ΎΎΎ˸˸˷˷ 
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Father Piotr is still blessing  
homes. If you wish to have your home 
blessed, see Father after  
Mass or call the rectory office  
to arrange a visit. 

������� 
 

We pray for the following: 
$QWKRQ\�$QGUHH��0LFKHOH�$QGH��-RDQ�'��� 

+HOHQD�6WDZURZVNL��%DE\�$XGUH\��&HOLQD�2OHNVLHM, 
$QQH�'RUQIRUG��'RURWK\�+DUSHU�� 

May our Merciful Lord grant them healing. 
 

*****SACRIFICIAL OFFERING***** 
July 19: 1st Collection: $1485; 2nd: $69 

Total: $1554 
Shrines (Candles): $74 

Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Today’s Psalm... 
 We seek a light by which  to 
read. Do we seek a light from what  
we read? This summer, why not 
bask in a light that never fails? Why 
not choose summer reading 
material that will be with you 
throughout all of the seasons?  
Holy Scripture… 

 
 We extend sincere 
thanks to parishioners 
Bogdan and Ela Jarocki. 
Because of their 
generosity, our parish 
grounds are blooming 
with beauty and color. 

Bogdan and Ela generously bought and 
planted the lovely plants that greet you as you 
enter our parish. The luscious blooms echo 
our happiness at once again being able to 
enter our beautiful church for Mass. Our 
heartfelt thanks go to  these two faithful 
stewards.  

Reminder: The Mass book for 2021 is now 
open. If there are Masses that you would like to offer 
for a specific intention, please call the office during 
afternoon hours. (M,T, Th: 12-4pm ;  W,F: 1-5pm) 

 Perhaps you are familiar 
with the expression, “Out of the 
mouths of babes.” These words 
are generally spoken by an adult 
who is surprised by the wisdom 
that comes forth from a child or 

one too young to have acquired sagacity. Although 
we don’t know the exact age of Solomon as he 
appears in today’s first reading, we read that he is a 
“mere youth.” Just as Solomon is taken aback when 
God offers the young man anything he desires, so 
too are we taken aback by his response. Solomon 
doesn’t ask for power or popularity. He doesn't 
assert that he is the right person for this position; 
rather, he exhibits humility as he admits that he 
doesn't know “at all how to act.” He refers to himself 
as a “servant” of God. Furthermore, he doesn’t ask  
for knowledge. He asks for something far more 
precious...wisdom.  
 From the time we are young, we are aware of 
the importance of learning, of acquiring knowledge. 
We accrue a large amount of knowledge during the 
course of our lives and hopefully use it wisely. 
Without knowledge, we wouldn’t be able to  
communicate, live a healthy life, or display any job 
skills. 
 We might ask, “What separates the intelligent 
from the wise?  One can have earned multiple 
college degrees and be lacking in wisdom. John 
Milton, the 17th century poet and scholar wrote, 
“The end of learning is to know God, and out of that 
knowledge to love Him and imitate Him.” A 
knowledge of God is the stepping stone to 
wisdom. Young Solomon understood that he might 
be able to learn the day-to day-duties and functions 
of kingship, but he was also wise enough to realize 
that he needed more to be a good king. Young 
Solomon recognized the link between wisdom and 
God. He understood that knowledge stems from the 
brain, but wisdom comes from “an understanding 
heart.” A truly wise person has learned the Ten 
Commandments and God’s Law of Love, but does so 
much more than memorize and recite them by rote.  
 Today’s responsorial psalm is “Lord, I love 
your commands.” These are words of wisdom. A 
wise person loves and lives by God’s laws, laws 
which if followed, are the key to happiness. “Wisdom 
helps you be more like Jesus in your actions, 
thoughts, and attitudes by loving God and your 
neighbor.” 
 Perhaps you recall 
the adage, “ A word to the 
wise is sufficient.”  Yes, this is 
so, provided that the word is 
God. 

 


